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What a great idea! After months of planning, our first annual IDEA Celebration was held on November 9th
with over 160 people attending. Twenty-three entries in five categories were entered by firms from all over the

state. The judges were very excited about the quality of the entries. Past President, Melissa Brewer, brought
the idea of a statewide interior design competition to the board for consideration during her term as
president more than two years ago. Inspired by similar competitions in other chapters, Melissa believed

that there was a need to recognize and celebrate the excellent design work being done in our own state.
During the last year, Melissa formulated a committee and began planning our own event.

The call for entries went out in August and the committee was very pleased with the overwhelming
response with the number and quality of submissions for this inaugural event. Three judges critiqued

the entries on creativity, function and overall concept by evaluating the projects using 24 different
criteria. Judges included Anita Barnett, FIIDA, from Minneapolis, LaRayne Arnold, IIDA, from

JPC Architects in Belleview, Washington, and Kelly Warfield, IIDA, from Gensler in Dallas,
Texas. The judges shared many positive comments with the committee.

The awards were specially designed and handcrafted by local metal sculptor Michael
Swolsky exclusively for this event. He used the event logo, and created the Best IDEA
and Good IDEA awards in his interpretation of a light bulb. The Socket awards,
presented to the supporting vendors of the winning projects, were his interpretation
of an electrical socket.

The eloquent Cheryl Durst, Executive Vice President and CEO of International
Interior Design Association, traveled from headquarters in Chicago to be master of
ceremonies for our event.

Presenter Sponsors ($250): Keith Potter (MDC Wallcoverings), Gerald Shannon (Seibold
Baker Associates), Debbie Jeffares (Kimball Office), Scott Schultz (National), Tim Waterfill
(Dan Binford & Associates), Char Bennett (Continental Office Environments), Carla
Hill (Steelcase Inc.), Larry Fuhs (DesignTex), Nancy Wright (Knoll), and Ken Aul (Mayer
Fabrics).

Program Ad Sponsors ($200): Blakley’s, Constantine Commercial, Dan Binford &
Associates, Interface Flooring Systems, Inc., Mees Tile and Marble, Michael Swolsky
and Tandus Corporate.

Centerpiece Sponsors ($125):  At/las Carpet, Bentley Prince Street, Contract
Wallcoverings, CSO Schenkel Schultz, Indianapolis Office Interiors, J&J Commercial,
Light Source, Mayer Fabrics, Office Works, Shaw Contract, Singer Wallcoverings,
Tandus Corporate.

Thank you to our Sponsors — (this was not a money raising event and all
sponsorship dollars went directly to the expenses incurred by the competition).

The centerpieces were judged and the winner was Brenda Gerst (KI) with her
hand-painted chair and podium.  She received two free tickets to the IIDA Monte
Carlo event in February. After the event, seven of these spectacular centerpieces

were raffled off to designers.

Watch the newsletter and website for the call for entries for next year’s IDEA Celebration.

IDEA Celebration: Big Event, Big Success
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Recognizing Good Design
This is the time of year to award exceptional design in Indiana. There

have been two recent design award ceremonies, the 28th annual
Monumental Affair Awards and the 1st Interior Design

Excellence Awards. The Monumental Affair acknowledged
design, development, construction, engineering,

neighborhood beautification, and public art in Marion
County. The IDEA Event, sponsored by the IIDA

Indiana Chapter, highlighted interior design projects from the entire State of
Indiana and was judged by a national jury.

Although the awards were different in focus, both events had
similarities. First, the individuals who created the projects that were
submitted for both awards were talented designers who could be
compared to nationally known figures. Next, the projects that were
entered showcased the variety of work that is available here in the
Midwest. Also, while being chosen for their design features, each
project had to be successful in meeting the overall requirements and
needs of the client.

These events show that design matters and that there is good design
taking place in Indiana.  As we go about our day-to-day tasks and
complete our projects we shouldn’t be working just to win awards. We
should be working to create successful projects that enhance the

environment for our clients and their businesses. After all, it is the
successful projects and the exceptional designs that we create that will

ultimately be worthy of those rewards.
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Myron Cromer, IIDA

The autumn issue is normally dedicated to the design community and Monumental
Awards. An event recognizing design excellence in Marion County, only one category
recognizes Interior Design. Still focusing on the design community a slight change
has occurred. This year I am pleased to feature the IDEA winning projects and
celebrate great Interior Design throughout the State of Indiana. However, the
Monumental Award winners in the Interiors Category should not go unrecognized.
The Honor Award went to Maregatti Interiors for the Finish Line Corporate Office.
The Merit Award went to Axis Architecture + Interiors for Goodwill Industries:
Indianapolis Metropolitan Academy #2. The Achievement Awards went to Axis
Architecture + Interiors for Bradley and Montgomery Advertising and Demerly Archi-
tects for Elements Restaurant. Congratulations to all the winners.

EDITOR’S COMMENTS
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PLANNING AHEAD —
2006 NCIDQ DATES

December 1, 2005
Early-Bird Registration Deadline

December 10, 2005
Regular Registration Deadline

April 7-8, 2006
Spring 2006 NCIDQ Examination, Indianapolis

June 1, 2006
Early-Bird Registration Deadline

June 10, 2006
Regular Registration Deadline

October 13-14, 2006
Fall 2006 NCIDQ Examination, Indianapolis

For more information, go to www.ncidq.org
or e-mail aponsel@maregattiinteriors.com

2nd ANNUAL MONTE CARLO EVENT SCHEDULED
The 2nd annual Monte Carlo night will be Friday, Febru-
ary 10, 2006 from 7:00 P.M.-11:00 P.M at the Historic
Fountain Square Theatre. This year’s event will again
be a fundraiser for the IIDA legislative efforts. Tickets
include dinner and dessert buffet, full complementary
beverage bar, game table coupon and valet parking.

Try your luck at the gaming tables, blackjack,
craps, roulette, let it ride poker & Texas holdem.
With a little luck and a bit of help from the
dealers, you can greatly increase your chips.
At the end of the evening, the coupons or
chips can be redeemed for raffle tickets
to win wonderful prizes.

Sponsorship opportunities are avail-
able for those who are interested.
Please contact Mike Loalbo at
Michael_Loalbo@knoll.com
or reach Keith Potter at
KPotter@mdcwall.com
for more information.

On July 1, the IIDA Indiana Chapter board members stepped into their new positions. The combination of
fresh faces with new ideas and board veterans staying the course makes for continued success as an organi-

zation. If you are wondering ‘who are those people driving the boat?’, let me introduce you.

Myron Cromer, IIDA, President
A graduate of Ivy Tech State College, Myron had an interest in the process of how buildings are constructed and how the

pieces are put together to create a successful project. He is a design associate with Pedcor Design Group and enjoys all
areas of design, but especially the technical aspect of creating construction drawings and visiting construction sites.  He

became involved with IIDA because he felt it was his professional duty to be part of an organization that represents
interior design. He hopes to provide expanded benefits to our membership as a board member.  Married to Elise, and

father to Levi, a smart kid and great baseball player, in his spare time he coaches baseball, plays softball and golf and
completes home improvement projects in his free time.

Denise Wilder, IIDA, President Elect
Graduating from Ivy Tech State College with an AAS in Interior Design, Denise went on to major in Finance at
IUPUI. She got into design because she wanted to be a designer since she was a little girl. Despite her
advisors urging her not to, she did it anyway. She runs two businesses simultaneously. Shoestring Interiors
specializing in cost effective solutions to residential design dilemmas and Wilder Design Group specializing
in commercial design. She joined IIDA as part of the original IBD Chapter in the 70’s and hopes to bring in
more members and encourage both new and past members to become more active in our chapter and be
among the leaders in our legislative efforts. A single mom of 3 boys and 2 girls, ranging in age from 7 to
26, in her free time she likes to work on business strategies to grow her businesses and domestic
strategies to keep her children safe and out of trouble. After that, snuggling up with a good book is her
reward.

April McClurg, IIDA, Past President
A graduate of Purdue University, she has always been very creative and loves analytical problem solving
and considers herself to possess a keen sense of style. Interior Design seemed like the field for her.
Currently a project designer with Schott Design, Inc, her goal is to create innovative and thought provoking
designs. She became a member of IIDA to take advantage of the networking opportunities, continuing
education and to be involved in promoting our profession. As a board member, she hopes to make a
difference in the organization and the community. She is married to a commercial construction project
manager and is mother to Teague, an angelic 1 year old. When she finds free time, she enjoys spending
quality time with her family, being active in her church, anything outdoors, spending time with friends,
exercising, traveling and remodeling her house or yard.

Donna Miller, IIDA, VP Professional Development
Donna graduated from Indiana University with a degree in Interior Design. Having started designing as a

hobby, she decided to pursue it as a career. She is a designer with The Schneider Corporation and enjoys
the variety of projects corporate design offers. She joined IIDA to meet other interior designers.  Donna has

raised the bar regarding the quality of chapter programs since stepping into her current position. She is
married to Gary and has three children, Dana, Ryan and Kayla and two grandchildren Sami and Breanna. In her

free time she likes to work in the yard and do home improvement projects.

Melinda McGee, IIDA, VP Membership
A graduate of ITT Technical Institute with an AAS in Architectural Design, she got into design because of her great

appreciation for architectural structures and belief that interiors should never be overlooked! She is a designer with
HM Design, with a keen interest in contemporary design. She joined IIDA to surround herself with other great designers

and hopes to mentor young designers as a board member. Practically a newlywed, she is married to her soul mate, Rich
and likes to travel to warm destinations in her free time.

Julie Burroughs, IIDA, VP Communications
Julie is a graduate of Indiana University with a degree in Interior Design. She became interested in design while working summers

at her Dad’s art gallery. She is a project designer with Schott Design, Inc. and particularly enjoys the challenges of programming and
space planning for the corporate market. She joined IIDA for the networking opportunities and to keep up with current trends. As a

board member, she hopes to promote the benefits and opportunities IIDA offers. She is married to Doug and has a three-year-old son,
Spencer, who surprises her every day. In her spare time, she composes music, enjoys traveling, ice-skating, reading and spending time with

her family.
Article continues on page 11.
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Project: National Underground Railroad Freedom Center Museum,  Cincinnati, Ohio
Submitting Firm: Blackburn Architects with Boora Architects, Indianapolis, Indiana

Design Team: Alpha Blackburn, Kathy Brelage and Lynda Anderson
Photographer: Farshid Assassi, Assassi Productions

Contractor: Megan Dugan & Meyers, Brown, LLC, Cincinnati, Ohio
Supporting Vendors: Alie Leach, Atlas Carpet Mills; Kevin Schuitema, Haworth Furniture;

Susan Simon, Louisville Tile Co. Crossville Ceramics

This $110-million project is the centerpiece of Cincinnati’s
billion-dollar redevelopment of its Ohio River waterfront, the
northern shores of which constituted the legal and symbolic
line between the slave south and the free north. Like the
Underground Railroad itself, the Freedom Center is a study
in cooperation and teamwork because of the site’s cen-
tral location in the redevelopment of the riverfront area.
It is located adjacent to a new Cincinnati Bengal’s Sta-
dium, a new Cincinnati Reds Field, and a new mixed-
use redevelopment, each designed by different firms.

Its architecture is shaped by the stories within it, starting with the story of the land and
the flight of slaves across the land. As the perilous route from enslavement led slaves
across difficult terrain on their journey north, the building and site recall the land-
scape with their undulating site and building contours, the idea of flight, and the
many paths to freedom. The entire complex is united by this single cohesive idea.
The site and the entire building convey both the struggle of slavery and the exuber-
ance of freedom through winding paths and north south free-running walls. The
curving carpet design is used to reflect the winding paths of the journey to freedom.
Materials for the building have weight, permanence and earthy characteristics. Ma-
terials such as End Grain Wood, Travertine stone blocks with a rugged cleft finish,
granite from Zimbabwe, and weathered copper cladding were chosen for these char-
acteristics. They are evocative of the difficulty and hardships involved in the journey
to freedom. All finishes and fabrics within the building were selected to reflect the
difficult struggle and abstractly portray the landscape the slaves may have seen dur-
ing their flight to freedom. The tile pattern on the walls creates an abstract image of
the river from above. The reflective surface and texture of the copper tiles portray the
light reflecting off of the riverbed, evoking a sense of hope.

The building is organized into three connected pavilions that represent three themes in
the Center’s mission — courage, cooperation, and perseverance. These three pavilions

contain spaces for exhibits, story theaters, multi-use theater, educational facilities, a re-
search institute, a café, and a gift shop. At the upper levels, the pavilions are connected by

way of glass bridges to accommodate public movement and provide visitors with light and
views as they move from one exhibit to another. The internal organization of the museum

centers on the Slave Jail, a significant artifact and central icon to the museum. The jail can be
viewed from many vantage points in the museum including the exterior. The jail is placed so

that visitors see it again and again as they
move throughout the Center. Flexible of-

fice and gallery spaces allow for future pro-
grams to evolve and grow. A large central

concrete stair encloses the elevators and spi-
rals upwards to the third floor galleries. A large,

south-facing public roof garden on the 3rd floor
serves as a reflective garden. The 4th and 5th floors

of the center pavilion house the Center’s research,
education, and administrative spaces. The ceiling of

the multi-use theater features a star field of lights that
duplicates the sky above Cincinnati at 5:30 am January 1,

1863, the date of the signing of the Emancipation Proclama-
tion, just before the dawn of a new day and a new era.

IDEA Celebration: Best IDEAS
Hospitality: Retail, Restaurant, Entertainment, Museum
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IDEA Competition
Winners for 2005
RESIDENTIAL:
Best IDEA:  “Private Residence” by
Rowland
Socket Award winners: Marc Woodworking,
Paul Howard and Mike Hoaglin
Good IDEA:  “Residences at Market Square”
by HM Design
Socket Award winners: American Standard,
Reese Kitchens and Clark’s Appliances

HOSPITALITY:
Best IDEA:  “National Underground Railroad  Free-
dom Center” by Blackburn Architects
Socket Award winners:  Atlas Carpet, Haworth and
Louisville Tile
Good IDEA: “Argosy Casino” by Design Plan
Socket Award winners:  Miliken Carpet, Formglas and
Pour la Maison

CORPORATE:
Best IDEA: “The Finish Line Corporate Interiors” by
Maregatti Interiors
Socket Award winners: Melinda Dykstra (light+Forms),
BFC and Spohn Associates
Good IDEA:  “Bradley and Montgomery Advertising”
by Axis
Socket Award winners:  Richeson Cabinets Co., Indi-
ana Art Glass, RJE

INSTITUTIONAL:
Best IDEA:  “Oaklyn Branch Library” by Veazey,
Parott, Durkin and Shoulders
Socket Award winners:  Linda Folz with Business
Corporation and Euronique
Good IDEA:  “Jasper High School” by Odle
McGuire Shook
Socket Award winners:  Bentley Prince Street,
Dal-Tile and Forbo Linoleum

HEALTH CARE:
Best IDEA:  “The Hansen Center” by
Maregatti Interiors
Socket Award winners: Indiana Art
Glass, Tiffany Photography Studio
and In Site Art
Good IDEA:  “Drs. Kristoff and
Stewart” by Lehner Designs
and Curran Architecture
Socket Award winners:
Patcraft Carpet, Con-
tract Wallcovering
and Blakley’s



IDEA Celebration: Best IDEAS
Corporate / Commercial

Project: The Finish Line, Indianapolis, Indiana
Submitting Firm: Maregatti Interiors, Indianapolis, Indiana

Design Team: Scott McFadden, Jason Holt and Kim Strawbridge
Photographer: Jeff Millies © Hedrich Blessing

Contractor: Wolfson-Young Corporation
Supporting Vendors: Melinda Dykstra, Light + Forms; Bill Grace and Char-

lotte Baker, Business Furniture LLC; Eric Spohn, Spohn Associates, Inc.

The new corporate headquarters of Finish Line reflects a team-oriented
approach, fosters interaction and advances its mission to provide the
best selection of sport inspired footwear, apparel and accessories.
The project included moving Finish Line’s offices into a 65,000-
square-foot addition. To meet client needs, the interior design firm immersed itself into the
corporate culture, through observation, surveys and focus groups with personnel from all
departments. A major goal for the project was to improve the circulation of the space.
The existing floorplan made for difficult way finding, and tight corridors hindered
impromptu conversations. The space wasn’t conducive to the company’s fast culture
and ever-growing staff

The designers used carpeting to create a “street” that enhances traffic flow and fosters
spontaneous meetings. Various colors and sizes of carpet provide a feeling of
movement, energy and action. In the workstation areas, carpeting color switches to
neutral, providing cues that the role of the space is different. Ceiling planes work
with the carpet patterning to enhance way finding.  Modern, textural wall coverings
with high light reflectance and horizontal aluminum reveals create movement and
rhythm, giving interest to large walls. “The Winner’s Circle,” Finish Line’s preferred
customer program, was an inspiration point for a key design element that carries
through the space. Circles painted in vivid colors add excitement. Acrylic shelves
overlay some of the circles, showcasing products and keeping the whole corporate
team up to date with what’s going on in Finish Line stores.

Intimate enclaves and various meeting spaces support the employees’ needs as
they change tasks throughout the day. The design organizes the zoning of public,
semi-public and private spaces, with layering to improve security and privacy
between competing shoe vendors. The space is arranged around a central core on
the first and second floors that include enclaves for impromptu conversation,
conferencing areas, kitchenettes and copy/work rooms. The executive suite, located
on the second floor, is a unique space that provides decision-makers with amenities

to accommodate their needs, including
private offices and conference space, a

dining area and casual seating areas for
group meetings

A variety of lighting fixtures, glass walls
and acrylic panels contribute to the

energetic dynamics of the space. A signature
piece of technology is a multimedia projector

screen in the lobby that shows sporting events
and Finish Line promotional material.

The interactive, dynamic lobby opens up to an
atrium space, which includes a bridge on the second

floor. Throughout the building, floating ceilings and
exposed ceiling help communicate the “action” theme

and enhance way finding. Skylights bring light to as many
employees as possible, and mezzanines provide openings

for people to congregate and interact. Furniture is grouped in
open areas to foster spontaneous meetings. A curtain wall system

provides more exterior views and natural lighting, allowing
employees to be more comfortable and aware of their environment.
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New Members since
Spring 2005

Professional Members:
Diana Brenner

Kathleen LeMonte

Associate Members:
Joanne Bogenschutz

Randi Chiudioni
Briana Dunkin

Laura Hardin
Andrea Matson
Julie Merriman

Jill Rose

Students:
Jennifer Austin
Chrystal Bailey

Lynn Beavers
Melinda Bierman

Lindsay Birdsell
Mary Blackburn

Sarah Box
Tameka Chambers
Lindsay Desrocher

Stephanie Ebert
Elizabeth Evans

Kristine Finke
Christina Gatlin

Jodi Goings
Lara Hendrix

Amber Kepmer
Lauren Kline

Jacqueline Krukenberg
Lindsay Landry

Rachel Layman
Jennifer Munson
Michelle Payton

Brenda Simmons
Alicia Smith

Leslie Stakeman
Caroline Stewart
Hannah Trusler

Megan Van Roo
Claire Vicini

Erin Wallace
Allison Wenning

Renee Zeigler

Industry Members:
Ryan Boese

Wendy Gricius
Debbie Jeffares

Donna Mclean
Tim Thieme

Kathy Zingraf



IDEA Celebration: Best IDEAS
Healthcare and Assisted Living

Project: The Hansen Center, Batesville Indiana
Submitting Firm: Maregatti Interiors, Indianapolis Indiana

Design Team: Scott McFadden, Jason Holt and Jennifer Worley
Photographer: Jeff Millies © Hedrich Blessing

Contractor: Bruns-Gutzwiller, Inc.
Supporting Vendors: Greg Thompson, Indiana Art Glass;

Gary Yohler, Tiffany Photography Studio; Angela Lewis
and Soni Kerchaval, In Site Art Consulting Group

When leadership at Margaret Mary Community
Hospital in Batesville, Indiana decided to expand
services and offer cancer treatment closer to home
to the rural areas in eastern Indiana and western
Ohio, they didn’t want a traditional cancer
treatment facility. They wanted a place to nurture
patients, comfort family and support the staff.
The design team worked with the client to conduct visits to similar facilities and to interview
patients and staff to help set objectives and meet them.

The Hansen Center is a patient-centered facility named in honor of a patient-centered
physician—Dr. J. Michael Hansen, who lost his battle with cancer in 2002. In addition to
medical and radiation oncology treatment on the main floor, an outpatient specialty
clinic and endoscopy suite on the second floor, with its own separate entrance, alleviates
congestion at the main hospital

The Hansen Center creates a positive first impression that carries throughout. The interior
reception area and family area is approachable, yet has the elegance of a five-star resort.
A stone fireplace warms the large family area. Wooden beams, panels of art glass and
hardwood floors give this space a welcoming feel. The family area provides convenient
access to the kitchenette, community room and consultation rooms. Clearly identifiable
pathways through curved corridors and indirect lighting, as well as design elements that
serve as landmarks, help patients find their way intuitively throughout the entire facility.

Patient input inspired several design elements. Most centers that the design team toured
included open infusion suites for chemotherapy treatment in one room. However, focus
group patients made it clear that while they often find comfort in talking to other patients,
there are days when they covet privacy. With that in mind, designers created flexible
infusion bays separated by sliding doors of etched art glass and wood. Patients choose
whether they want to visit with others, or whether they prefer more privacy. The bays

include amenities, room for family and windows that look out onto a healing garden. Patients
also said that when they are battling cancer, they could become sensitive about their

appearance. The designers considered this and integrated some low-level, incandescent lighting,
which is more complementary to patients than fluorescent. In addition, a highly transparent

sheet glass with a high performance coating at the infusion bay windows controls thermal
comfort and reduces glare and reflection, especially during the evening. This is important to

patients, who may not want to see their reflections.

While the design nurtures patients and families,
it also helps “heal the healers” by improving their

experience, efficiency, and providing areas for respite.

Art glass carries the healing concepts throughout the
entire building, and provides places of reflection and

intrigue. Inspiring photographs create positive distractions
to the patients receiving radiology treatments.␣  The variety

of images allows patients to dream about a beautiful world
that gives them hope. An art consulting group worked closely

with the owner and the designer to complement the building’s
design and healing concepts, helping bring a variety of two and three

dimensional art pieces to a community that will inspire people at a
difficult time in their lives.
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Increasing in
Numbers
— by Melinda McGee, IIDA
Indiana Chapter / VP of Membership

In September, the IIDA Indiana Chapter
held another Industry Leaders Roundtable.
The group was intimate, but there were
plenty of topics for discussion. One topic was
the Indiana Chapter ’s recent donation of
$1,000.00, made thru the IIDA foundation, to
support Hurricane Katrina relief efforts. The
money will go to the Red Cross. Anyone who
would like to make a contribution can also do this
thru the IIDA Foundation. Log onto www.iida.org
for more information. The leaders were notified of
the recent Membership Campaign launched by IIDA
Headquarters in early September.  The campaign was
embraced and the Indiana Chapter board asked the
leaders for support and assistance in the recruitment.
This year another focus for the chapter is reaching
out to students. The leaders agree that this is so im-
portant to our industry since students are the future
of design. The Indiana Chapter will be teaming with
industry leaders on trips to local universities to edu-
cate students of the importance of IIDA. Support was
also given for the upcoming student-mentoring week
held every January. We would like to see more firms
assist in the program. The student competition is
yet another way leaders will be contributing. This
year we will be gearing it more towards students
with portfolio reviews and discussions with de-
sign professionals. All industry leaders are en-
couraged to be part of this exciting event.

The IIDA Indiana Chapter board would like
to thank Dene Nidiffer with Lohr Design
and Jeryl Mitsch with HM Design for
attending the September Industry
Leaders Roundtable. We appreciate
the continued support and wel-
come all industry leaders to at-
tend the next roundtable in late
January. Look for more de-
tails in December.

INDUSTRY
LEADERS

ROUNDTABLE

focus



IDEA Celebration: Best IDEAS
Institutional: Education, Government, Libraries

Project: Oaklyn Branch Library, Evansville, Indiana
Submitting Firm: Veazey Parrott Durkin & Shoulders, Evansville, Indiana

Design Team: William M. Brown, AIA-VPDS, Sarah A. Schuler, AIA-VPDS, Bill Williams, AIA-Engbert,
Anderson Design Partners

Photographer: Jerry Butts
Contractor: Weddle Brothers Construction Company,

general; Midland Engineering, roofing & waterproofing.
Supporting Vendors: Kimball International, furniture;

Euronique, millwork; Bibliomodel, book shelving

Oaklyn Branch Library is built into a hillside with a
natural meadow roof and only one exposed façade.
The client insisted that once its users entered this
library, they would not get the feeling of being
underground. Views and a thoughtful layout
were essential to achieving an open airy affect.
A palette of warm earth tone finishes with
splashes of color were used to highlight key
spaces and materials were chosen with an
earth conscious mindset.

The two story main entrance in the gallery
is the only part of the library, which rises
above the natural meadow roof. Natural
light floods this space through clerestory
windows and filters through the “cloud gate” just above the checkout desk. It filters
the light for the workstations below, but it also can be rotated to a vertical position
to serve as an after-hours gate allowing the public meeting room and restrooms to
be available when the main part of the library is closed.

Stone veneer columns line the walls of the gallery, creating a solid base for the
exposed wood ceiling to rest upon and spaces for art display cases and bookshelves.
A honey maple wood finish was chosen for millwork and furniture to compliment
the stone. The floor tile creates a grounded base with the use of slate like porcelain
tile in a warm earthy tone. Behind the circulation, where library employees stand
much of the day, a natural cork floor was selected to help reduce strain and fatigue
in addition to providing a soft surface to absorb sound. The cork also acts as an
intuitive marker for the line between employee and public space.

The library consists of two sections located directly off of this main entry gallery:  one
houses the Adult Collections and the other houses the Children’s Collections. The Adult

Collection takes full advantage of the views outside with window seats dedicated to study
tables and comfy lounge chairs. The Children’s Collections are located across the gallery

space from the Adult Collections for sound isolation and better control of the space. The
gentle curves of the ceiling welcome children into this space

with a chasing rainbow of light. Programmable LED lights
add a spectacular dimension to this space with no exterior

window. Just below these gentle curves along the wall are
built-in book display shelves and little nooks into which the

children can tuck. The books shelves were kept to a minimum
height with taller ones at the back of the space. Lots of soft seating,

children’s height furniture and benches at the computer carrels allow
children and parents to enjoy this space side by side.

The magazine collection is tucked into a small nook at the end of the
entry gallery. A sloping green plane brings the scale of this collection to an

intimate level.  It is then punctuated with a virtual stone fireplace where a
crackling fire can be enjoyed in the winter and an aquarium full of exotic fish

can be memorizing in the hot summer months. The fireplace can also broadcast
special news events and support other visual programs of the library.
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BY DESIGN

Real Simple Black
Bean Soup
By Nancy Wiersma Wright, IIDA
LEED Accredited Professional

1 c. jarred fresh tomato salsa
(I use Chipotle flavored plus extra for garnish)
2 15-oz. cans black beans, drained/rinsed
2 c. chicken broth
Sour cream (1 dollop per serving)
1 lime (optional)
Dry sherry (optional)
␣

Heat the salsa in a large saucepan over medium
heat, stirring frequently, for about 5 minutes. Stir
in the beans and broth and bring to a boil. Reduce
heat to low. Cover and simmer 15 minutes. Cool
slightly, then spoon half the soup into a food pro-
cessor or blender and puree. Return the pureed
soup to the saucepan and heat through. Serve with
sour cream, additional salsa, and a squeeze of lime
(if using). Or stir 1 to 2 tablespoons dry sherry
into each serving; (I have never used the lime or
sherry).
␣

Nancy is a graduate of Purdue University. Be-
fore joining Knoll 5 years ago, she practiced
commercial Interior Design for 15 years with
firms such as Kasler & Associates, Lohr De-
sign, Plus4 Architects and CSO Interiors.
She loves this recipe because it is fast
and really tasty. In her spare time
she does photography and hangs
out with family and friends.



IDEA Celebration: Best IDEAS
Residential and Multi-Family Dwellings

Project: Private Residence, Indianapolis, Indiana
Submitting Firm: Rowland Design, Inc., Indianapolis, Indiana

Designer: Robert Frist
Photographer: David Harpe Photography

Contractor: Boyle Construction and Bodo Schick.
Supporting Vendors: Marc Woodworking, Cabinetry and Custom Windows; Paul Howard, Custom

Furnishings and Upholstery; Mike Hoaglin, Mechanicals

The design concept for this residence was to redirect the interiors of a mid-30s, somewhat austere,
Spanish Mission Revival Home to a warm continental expression.

While the residence was to support extensive entertaining inside and outside, it first and
foremost is a warm comfortable home for the family.

The goals of this residential project were to reflect the scale and enhance the original
details within the rooms, using layered color as a background to each room to support a
wide range of furnishings, artifacts and art, organize spaces to feel welcoming, abundant
and warm without being cluttered and oppressive and bring unity while establishing a
different positive energy in each room.

Several challenges presented themselves during the course of the project. The structure
is an all concrete home, all floors were originally poured in place in slab construction,
all interior and exterior walls are cinder block construction with a plaster finish coat
and 90% of the rooms have a cast-in-place concrete ceiling system. Other than the
Living Room ceiling peaking to 16 ft., all other ceilings were lower than desired at
just less than 8 ft. The owner’s collection of tall case pieces necessitated altering
one ceiling and adding a Breakfast Room establishing a 10 ft. ceiling to better
accommodate furnishings and art. The Dining Room walls are paneled in 14” X
22” sheets of faux painted hardboard to simulate a limestone room.  The adjacency
of Kitchen and Dining Room was not optimal and originally there were no food or
china pantries.

With the many talented and committed vendors involved in the project, the
renovation was a success.
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THE POWER OF ONE
Paul Murray’s presentation “The
Power of One” encouraged those
who attended that each individual can
motivate their co-workers and clients
alike to “reduce, reuse and recycle”
whenever possible. Herman Miller made
a generous donation toward the Katrina
Relief efforts on behalf of each individual
who attended this event.

A very special thank you to Herman Miller, Inc
and Office Works for sponsoring and hosting
the event!

FORUM RECAP: INNOVATIVE PROD-
UCTS AID IN WAY FINDING
The October Forum was hosted by Barb Lustig of
ICD and Harry Neumayer of Johnsonite.  Held at
the Marten House on October 11th, we enjoyed
a lovely lunch and a stimulating and informative
seminar on integrating photo luminescent floor-
ing products into your way finding systems. A
fun and entertaining speaker, Harry came pre-
pared with tons of educational materials, an
interesting and informative slide show and
many visual aids to help us understand what
we can do to make our built environments
safer and more effective for our end
users. Watch for another upcoming
CEU event to be presented by Harry
on updates to the ADA code and
how we can provide our clients
with better design solutions.
Thanks, Barb and Harry and
Kudos on a Job Well Done!

short
PRESENTATION

RECAPS
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On the Move . . .

Gerald Shannon shook up the Rep
world with his recent departure from
Rytel. He is now part of Seibold Baker
Associates. • Myron Cromer, IIDA has
moved into a new position with Pedcor. •
Continental Office has added to their De-
sign Department with new hires Angela
Hubbard, Kim Sexton, and Molly Shumaker.  •
Carrie O’Grady moved up from Evansville to Indy
to work with Lohr Design. Welcome to Indianapo-
lis, Carrie! • Carson Design has a few new addi-
tions… Jennifer Davis and Linda Gouge. • Larry
Fuhs joined the Designtex Team just in time for the
BFC/Steelcase Design Partners Fashion Show. On
a side note… Another successful Fashion Show took
place with 38 designers. Can’t wait to see photos!

Wedding Bells . . .
Sarah Mitty is now the NEW Mrs. Mendenhall.

Engagements. . .
Everyone’s favorite MCD rep, Keith Potter, has been
hanging out at the jewelry store and is now setting a
date. • Char Bennett, IIDA will be running away to
Cancun to exchange wedding vows!

Baby News . . .
Barb Young from Fanning/Howey Associates is ex-
pecting a new addition any day.

Breaking News . . .
Jeryl Mitsch, IIDA braved Hurricane Wilma and
saw the storm up close and personal. Prob-
ably much closer than she would have liked.
Welcome back and we are all glad that you
made it through the storm.

If you know any gossip, please pass
it on to Char Bennett at
cbennett@continentalindy.com

State House Action:  Promoting Our Profession
— by Lisa S. Ivey, IIDA

The SAFE Interior Design Coalition has been busy over the last 6 months gearing up for the

2006 legislative session. Starting in June, Coalition members began meeting with

legislators from the House and Senate. With Representative Hinkle agreeing to author the Interior Design

Registration Bill again this year, we expect a success in passing the House session. Also as a Bill

sponsor is Representative Micon from Lafayette. Being a licensed social worker, he understands

the need for professions which require registration and is very impressed with our grassroots

efforts organizing professionals and students.

The Coalition has focused efforts on promoting our message beyond our legislators this

year. In September, Jenny Schott Androne, Lisa Ivey, and Karen Pfeiffer met with the

Building Commissioner’s office to better understand the submission rules for State design

release. A letter will be issued to help Interior Designers determine when drawings

need to be stamped. The Governors office has agreed to meet with Coalition members

the first week in November to discuss our need to be registered and the State’s view

on creating new licensing boards.

Another front the Coalition has focused on is involving students and educators from

all six of our State’s higher education programs. To date, our design professional

members have given presentations to IU, IUPUI, Purdue, Indiana State and Ivy Tech

Evansville. The response from these institutions has been overwhelmingly in favor of

our efforts and participation by students has increased this year. It will be vital to our

committee hearings to have educators testify to the degree of education that we as

designers receive at our State funded schools.

Now more than ever we are each responsible for promoting our profession. Every decision

you make as a designer is based on the health and safety of your clients: space planning

which complies with all State life-safety codes; material specifications which meet stringent

fire codes and ADA codes; engaging other professions when needed to successfully complete

construction drawings; and developing quality designs which create ergonomic environments. It is

vital to our profession that we become registered. It is up to each of us to meet with our State

legislators and educate them as to why Indiana needs registered Interior Designers. This is a grassroots

movement and we need to support one another in these efforts. Please join us today.

SAFE INterior Design Coalition(SAFE IDC) is the collective voice of Interior Designers from across Indiana established

to protect public health and safety through the adoption of nationally recognized interior design standards.

Indiana
LEGISLATIVE

UPDATE
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NEWS YOU
CAN USE!

IIDA Indiana Chapter
2006 Membership Dues
Scholarships
It’s no secret that Designer’s do

what they do purely for the love of

the profession and certainly not be-

cause we expect to earn the big bucks.

Hopefully, some day the world will see

what an invaluable service we provide

and in turn, compensate us respectively.

Until then, we have scholarships avail-

able for your invaluable IIDA member-

ship! Although the scholarships are not

awarded based on financial need, every

little bit helps. Apply today!

Applications are available online, at

www.iida-indiana.org and due back to the

IIDA office by 12pm on December 16th.

Scholarships are available for all designer

levels of membership and can be awarded

for full or partial assistance. The scholar-

ships are awarded by the IIDA Indiana

Executive committee and are based on

your past and current involvement in

our chapter, as well as your willing-

ness for future commitments.

Don’t miss this great opportu-

nity to save a little cash and

gain an active role in an or-

ganization that’s working

diligently to serve, edu-

cate, and promote it’s

members – IIDA.

Jeryl Mitsch Does Battle with Hurricane Wilma
— by Jeryl Mitsch, IIDA / President & Owner of HM Design

It is about nine at night half way through our vacation and we are all prepared to face our uninvited guest hurricane Wilma.
My husband Larry, my two daughters Gemma (24) and Veda (22) and Gemma’s boyfriend Eric are staying at our villa in a

resort that was built to be hurricane proof. We purchased food, water, candles and playing cards in preparation for the
time we would spend indoors during the hurricane. We are feeling pretty safe, but concerned, when the phone rings.

We are told to get to the lobby in ten minutes and bring an overnight bag. The Mexican government is forcing us to evacuate against our will.
We are loaded onto busses in the pouring rain and sent to a shelter. On the way to the shelter, our bus breaks down and the driver loses his

way. We are dropped off at a school in a poverty stricken area in Cancun. We make our way to a little classroom that would be our home
for the next three days.  As we open the door and peer in, our worst fears are realized. The classroom is small with wooden shutters for

two walls and a door made of metal bars open to the elements. We are in a dangerous area, can’t speak the language, there is no
electricity, there is a hurricane coming and we are virtually open to the elements!

We quickly surmise that we need to make the best of our situation if we are to survive. We put three small tables in a corner of the
room, move a bucket close by to serve as our bathroom and crawl under the tables. We are terrified and very much aware of the

destruction caused by hurricanes after watching what Katrina did to New Orleans. We had been moved from a fortress to the
equivalent of a park pavilion and a category 4 was bearing down on us. Thankfully, my daughter Veda grabbed three blankets
and several pillows which we spread out under the five of us on the filthy cement floor.

The Hurricane comes; it hovers over our heads for 12 cold, dark hours!  It sounds like a jet engine, we hold on to each other
while we listen to the sounds of trees being snapped in half and ripped out of the ground. We hear the ceiling being
peeled away above us and metal objects being hurled through the air. It is terrifying. The winds die down as the sun
comes out and we make our way to the door only to find out that we are now in the eye of the hurricane and it is coming
back. We quickly make improvements to our little classroom adding pieces of an awning that had been blown our way
to our tables so we will have a sort of tent. As soon as darkness comes, so does Wilma and she is over our heads for
another 12 hours!  Again the winds die down at dawn.
We venture out of our little classroom and can’t believe our eyes. There isn’t a tree standing, the cement walls
around the school have been leveled and the homes of the neighbors around us are badly damaged or destroyed.
The streets are flooded and there are electric wires everywhere. And that is when the acts of kindness begin.

Our Mexican neighbors begin to take care of us.  They bring us a can of beans and a can of tuna and show us how
to open them with a knife. They are poor and don’t own can openers. When night comes, our Mexican neighbors
bring two mattresses for an elderly woman and a woman in a wheelchair that are part of our group. Their house has
been leveled and they are taking care of us!  One of our new neighbors brings over a Tupperware container of hot
coffee! Coffee never tasted so good.
The next day we hire a taxi driver to take us back to the resort. We don’t get far as the streets are flooded and
impassable. As we make our way back to the classroom our cab is surrounded by looters. They are breaking into
store fronts and taking everything that isn’t nailed down. We keep our heads down so that no one can see that we
are tourists. We eventually get back to our classroom. The next day, resort staff find us and take us to a nearby
church where many others from our resort had gone for shelter during the hurricane. We have our first taste of hot
food in three days. Rice and Spam have never tasted so good!

The next day we are bussed back to the resort where a daily ritual of standing in lines begins. We stand in a line for
food twice a day, we stand in line for our bottle of water and we stand in line for hours to plug my Blackberry into a
generator that will give us a ten minute charge.

At night we sit on the balcony with our candle and gaze at the stars, which are brilliant because of the black out. Then
it begins.  Someone on another balcony starts singing a song and we all join in from our balconies. Songs like “America

the Beautiful” and “I’ll Be Home for Christmas.” It really is quite incredible how close we become to each other through
the week. We all have a common bond; we want to go home to the United States. But the airport is closed and there are

no planes flying, only helicopters bringing our much needed water.
After four days back at the resort, we begin to hear rumors about the airlines meeting tourists in a field in downtown Cancun.

We pack our bags before it gets dark and enlist a taxi driver to pick us up at 3:00 AM.  We carefully drag our luggage down 8
flights in the dark with our one and only candle to guide our way. The taxi driver traverses through flooded streets, fallen power

lines and trees. When the water starts to puddle around our feet we fear the taxi won’t make it. We finally arrive at the field and
take our place 20th in line. We wait  for hours. The sun comes up and more and more people arrive. At precisely 7:00 AM, the great

folks from Delta Airlines set up their card tables and chairs and tell us they have two planes and will take 400 people today. We are
going home! By this time there are 800 people in line, so half are turned away.

We get our handwritten boarding passes and go into another line to wait for three more hours for the busses to arrive. By now, lines as
well as hunger have become a way of life; we have had no food or bathroom facilities for going on nine hours. One couple had to get off

the bus; they had to go to the restroom, but the bus must leave without them. When we arrive at the airport, we are ushered off the bus and
straight onto the tarmac. The pilots and flight attendants are waiting on the tarmac to greet their thankful passengers. We hug them with tears

in our eyes, so happy to be going home. As the plane leaves the runway, we all clap and cheer and look forward to having a drink with ice in it!
The plane has a ripe odor, for its special passengers have not bathed in nine days. But no one cares because we are going home to the good old

USA.
I know this may sound crazy but this experience has changed me. It has quietly humbled me. There is so much that we take for granted: running water,

plumbing, comfortable homes, a government that can help us in time of need. Within days the United States was sending in helicopters with water and sent
a plane with radar to hover over the airport because the tower was down and it was the only way to get us out quickly. What other country can do that? I

learned that you don’t need much to survive –␣ a little food and water – the rest is fluff .

the
storm

SPECIAL FEATURE



IN  1 Holiday Party
Indianapolis Museum of Art
5:00 pm – 7:30 pm
Co-hosted by IIDA and ASID

IN Identifies newsletter content
related to the Indiana Chapter in whole.

FW Identifies newsletter content related
specifically to the Fort Wayne Center.

SB Identifies newsletter content related
specifically to the South Bend Center.

IN 17 January Program
& Board Meeting
Board mtg. precedes program

IN  10 2nd Annual Monte
Carlo Night
Details forthcoming

IN  23-27 Student Mentor Week
Details forthcoming

IN  21 Program: Student
Design Competition
Details forthcoming

Dec.

Jan.

Feb.

FW TRADE SHOW
Location: Ft. Wayne
Details forthcoming

WE WANT YOUR FEEDBACK!!!!

Let us know how IIDA Indiana Chapter
is doing. Send your comments to:
jburroughs@schottdesign.com

The deadline for submitting articles for
the next issue is February 3, 2006

FW Toys for Tots
Christmas Party
Location: Fort Wayne, IN
Details forthcoming

Debbie Butler, IIDA, VP City Centers
A graduate of Purdue University, Debbie has always been interested in art and design and felt Interior Design
was a profession in which she could be creative. She enjoys working on a variety of contract projects as a
sales representative with Business Furnishings, a Steelcase dealer out of South Bend.  Her main focus for
the past four years has been the University and Healthcare markets. She joined IIDA to get more involved in
Interior Design by meeting others in the industry and to stay current with what is going on in the profession.
She has been happily married for six years and has two boys, 4 and 1 and a 20-year-old stepson. She stays
busy working full time, but she enjoys spending time with her family whenever she can.

Andrea Sponsel, Assoc. IIDA, Associate Member Director
Andrea is a graduate of Miami University, Oxford Ohio. She got into design because she has always enjoyed
being creative. She is a designer with Maregatti Interiors and she enjoys all aspects of design and planning.
She joined IIDA because of all the benefits IIDA offered her as a design student. As a board member, she
hopes to meet more designers and become more involved with IIDA. She is married to John and in her free
time enjoys spending time downtown with friends and family, taking walks on the canal and visiting all the
downtown attractions. She also enjoys being involved with the Special Olympics with her Husband, a special
education teacher. She finds it a very rewarding experience that she recommends to everyone.

Briana Dunkin, Assoc. IIDA, Secretary
Briana graduated from Indiana University. She got into design because she enjoys expressing her creativity.

She is a designer with CSO Schenkel Shultz with an interest in corporate design. She joined IIDA because she
wants to support the profession of interior design and get others involved. As a board member, she hopes to

meet new people and recruit new members. She is dating, Mike, an Engineering student at IUPUI and in her free
time enjoys gardening, ice-skating, riding horses and spending time with her family and twin nephews.

Alie Leach, Industry Member Director
A graduate of Purdue University, she got into design because she enjoys her creative freedom. She is a sales

representative with Atlas Carpet Mills, Inc. and especially enjoys contemporary design. She joined IIDA and the
board because she enjoys working with other lead designers in our industry to better our chapter. As a board

member she hopes to create student chapters at major Universities in Indiana and get our students involved. They are
the future. She is married to a designer and likes to shop in her free time.

Keith Potter, Industry Member Director
Keith is a graduate of Indiana University and got into the industry because his career path went in that direction. He is a sales

representative with MDC Wallcoverings and he enjoys all aspect of design. He joined IIDA to meet people in the industry and
he hopes to increase student involvement as a board member. He is engaged to be married. The big day is April 21, 2006. He

enjoys playing golf and poker in his free time.

Carla Hill, Environmental Liaison
Having graduated from Indiana University with a degree in marketing, her career as a sales representative ultimately led her to Steelcase in

1991.  She has an appreciation for the way the design of a space can influence the culture, employee satisfaction and work effectiveness of an
organization.  She also likes that no two projects are ever alike. She joined IIDA because as a Workplace Consultant with Steelcase, she understood

the importance of the design community and to learn more about design in general. As a board member, she hopes to inspire others and contribute to
the education and knowledge of all IIDA members. She is married and has a five-year-old son, Wesley. In her spare time she likes to scrapbook and travel.

IN  24 Winter Industry Leader’s
Roundtable
Details forthcoming

IN Winter CLC
Details forthcoming

On Board with “The Board” — Continued from page 3.
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